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your  visit  to  Robert  Allerton  Park,  the 
University  of  Illinois's  1,500-acre  outdoor  education  and 
research  center,  an  experience  that  offers  visitors  many 
rewards.  Open  year-round  from  10  a.m.  until  dusk  (except 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  Day),  the  park  offers  visitors 
many  pleasures  to  he  experienced:  more  than  seventy 
sculptures,  acres  of  formal  gardens,  miles  of  hiking  and 
skiing  trails,  native  forests,  natural  areas,  and  the  Visitors' 
Center. 


In  1946,  Robert  Allerton  donated  the  estate  to  the 
University  of  Illinois  to  serve  as  an  educational  and 
research  resource;  as  a  forest,  plant,  and  wildlife  reserve;  as 
an  example  of  landscape  gardening;  and  as  a  public  park 
for  the  University  and  the  state.  To  support  the  park,  an 
additional  3,775  acres  of  farmland  also  became  part  of 
Allerton's  gift,  along  with  250  acres  for  the  Illinois  Memorial 
4-H  Camp. 


Located  thirty  miles  southwest  of  Urbana-Champaign, 
off  Interstate  72  at  Exits  61  and  63  near  Monticello, 
Illinois,  Robert  Allerton  Park  is  situated  on  land  acquired 
during  the  1800s  by  livestock  baron  Samuel  Allerton 
(1829-1914),  a  founder  of  the  Chicago  Union  Stockyards  and 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Chicago.  His  son  and  heir,  Robert 
(1873-1964),  envisioned  a  gentleman's  country  estate  on 
what  had  been  primarily  pastures  used  for  farming  and 
grazing,  plus  a  large  area  of  forest  along  the  Sangamon 
River.  Searching  for  appropriate  examples  on  which  to 
model  his  dream,  Robert  Allerton  traveled  extensively 
through  Europe  with  Philadelphia  architect  John  Borie  to 
view  the  world's  most  impressive  estates  and  gardens. 
Outside  of  London,  on  the  Thames  River,  they  found  Ham 
House,  home  of  the  Earl  of  Dysart,  which  became  the 
inspiration  for  Allerton's  estate.  Allerton  House  was  built 
in  1900  from  a  design  by  Borie.  Robert  Allerton  began 
collecting  ideas  and  sculptures  from  abroad  in  1900.  After 
the  1920s,  he  and  his  adopted  son,  John  Gregg  Allerton 
(1900-1986),  continued  this  search  and  further  enhanced 
their  house's  parklike  setting. 


The  European  flavor  of  the  park,  with  its  classical 
overtones,  is  evident  even  at  the  park's  entrance, 
which  is  marked  by  two  stone  columns  topped  with  statues 
representing  the  Charioteers  of  Delphi.  The  originals  of 
these  statues  date  from  470  B.C.  and  are  located  in  the 
Delphi  Museum  in  Greece. 


Near  the  main  parking  lot  is  Allerton  House,  a 

forty-room  Georgian  mansion  whose  main  faqade 
overlooks  a  reflecting  pool  and  meadow.  Since  the  house  is 
now  used  as  a  University  conference  center,  it  is  open  only 
to  conference  visitors.  The  English  emphasis  is  again 
apparent  in  the  size  and  stature  of  the  house  and  the 
surrounding  garden.  The  east  side  of  the  house  features  two 
Italian  caryatids,  statues  with  a  woman's  head  and  upper 
torso  carved  into  a  stone  column.  Carved  into  the 
southwestern  walls  of  the  house  are  two  heads  of  the  god 
Pan. 


c  3  . 

hree  main  sculptures  of  particular  interest  in  Allerton 
Park  are  carefully  situated  in  the  surrounding 
woodlands.  The  most  valuable  of  these  sculptures  is 
Antoine  Bourdelle's  imposing  The  Death  of  the  Last  Centaur, 
created  to  symbolize  the  death  of  paganism.  It  stands  in  a 
clearing  on  a  gentle  rise  approximately  two  miles  west  of 
the  main  parking  area.  Visitors  may  park  on  the  main  road 
near  the  Centaur  or  walk  the  mile  from  the  formal  gardens 
along  a  scenic  forest  path. 


In  true  European  landscape  garden  tradition,  the  gardens 
evolved  under  Robert  Allerton  and  John  Gregg  Allerton's 
stewardship  rather  than  being  created  all  at  once.  The 
gardens  are  open  at  several  locations,  allowing  visitors  to 
enter  and  exit  at  various  places,  creating  their  own  "tours." 
In  front  of  the  garden  closest  to  the  House  are  Two  Sea 
Maidens  by  Richard  Kuohl.  The  Brick  Walled  Garden  once 
served  as  Robert  Allerton's  vegetable  garden.  Today,  Lili 
Auer's  statue,  Girl  with  a  Scarf,  is  showcased  in  its  center. 
This  garden  now  consists  of  grass  panels  and  seasonal 
flower  displays  surrounded  by  espaliers,  fruit  trees  that 
have  been  trained  to  cling  to  the  garden  walls. 


arl  Milles's  statue,  The  Sun  Singer,  has  come  to 
symbolize  Robert  Allerton  Park  for  many  park  visitors. 
Weighing  more  than  1,600  pounds,  it  rises  on  its  base  an 
imposing  thirty  feet  from  the  ground  in  the  middle  of  a  large 
meadow.  This  monumental  bronze,  representing  the  sun 
god  Apollo,  is  situated  so  that  it  faces  the  rising  sun  and 
creates  a  dramatic  silhouette  against  the  setting  sun.  Visitors 
may  park  in  the  circle  drive  adjacent  to  The  Sun  Singer  or 
walk  the  additional  mile  from  the  Centaur. 
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Another  popular  park  feature  is  the  Chinese  Fu  Dogs, 
located  near  the  park's  main  entrance  in  the  Fu  Dog 
Garden.  These  twenty-two  porcelain-blue  Chinese  dog 
statues  form  a  double  line  against  a  backdrop  of  large  white 
firs.  Historically,  the  Fu  Dogs  were  used  as  domestic 
altarpieces  in  homes  to  avert  fires,  floods,  and  other  natural 
disasters. 
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In  the  neighboring  Peony,  Lily,  and  Chrysanthemum 
Gardens  stand  a  bronze  copy  of  Rodin's  Adam,  the  Creation 
of  Man,  a  copy  of  Antoine  Canova's  Venus,  and  Three  Graces, 
a  limestone  copy  from  Germain  Pilon's  marble  original  in 
the  Louvre.  The  entrance  to  the  art-deco  Sunken  Garden  is 
lined  with  a  festive  parade  of  twelve  stone  musicians.  The 
Sunken  Garden,  a  popular  site  for  concerts  and  weddings, 
also  has  ornamental  Chinese  and  Japanese  goldfish 
sculptures  known  as  shachi.  These  mythological  fish  were 
believed  to  protect  against  fire. 


FEATURES,  AREAS,  AND  FACILITIES 

1 .  The  Sun  Singer  by  Carl  Milles  (1926) 

2.  Pioneer  Cemetery  (mid  1800s) 

3.  The  Death  of  the  Last  Centaur 
by  Antoine  Bourdelle  (1914) 

4.  House-in-the-Woods 

5.  Visitors’  Center,  Park  office,  and  restrooms 

6.  Gatehouse 

7.  Restrooms  and  drinking  water 

8.  Allerton  House  (1900),  pond,  and  Evergreen  Lodge 


9.  Formal  gardens 

a.  Brick  Walled  Garden 

Two  Sea  Maidens  by  Richard  Kuohl  (1930) 
Girl  with  a  Scarf  by  Lili  Auer  (1942) 

b.  Hedge  maze 

c.  Hedge  triangles 

d.  Adam,  the  Creation  of  Man  after  Rodin  (1881) 

e.  Chrysanthemum  Garden 

Venus  after  Antoine  Canova  (1812) 

f.  Lily  Garden 

g.  Peony  Garden 

Three  Graces  after  Germain  Pilon  (1559) 

h.  Chinese  Maze  Garden 

i.  Chinese  Musicians 

j.  Sunken  Garden 


10.  Fu  Dog  Garden 

House  of  the  Gold  Buddhas 

a.  Hari-Hara  (Cambodia,  1934) 

b.  Siamese  Buddhas  (Thailand,  circa  1930) 

1 1 .  Fifty-acre  restored  prairie 


Hedge  gardens  in  the  park  are  pruned  in  different 
patterns  and  exhibit  a  variety  of  sculptures.  The 
Hedge  Garden  features  two  Italian  limestone  urns  set  in 
hedge  patterns  of  boxes  within  boxes,  lining  the  sides  of 
the  center  path.  In  the  Assyrian  Lion  Garden,  a  pair  of 
Assyrian  lions  guards  each  end  of  a  zigzag-design  hedge 
garden.  The  Chinese  Maze  Garden's  hedge  pattern  is  based 
on  the  Chinese  symbol  for  good  luck.  The  Chinese  goldfish 
sculptures  were  originally  used  as  fountain  pieces  for  a 
princess. 
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the  natural  woodlands  that  include  most 
of  the  1,500  acres  of  the  park  and  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  hiking  areas  in  the  state.  The  Sangamon  River 
divides  the  park  into  two  sections:  the  bottom  lands,  and 
the  upper  land  forests.  In  1971, 1,000  acres  of  the  southern 
park  were  designated  as  a  National  Natural  Landmark. 
Much  of  the  uplands  was  originally  tall  grass  prairie,  which 
was  destroyed  by  agricultural  practices;  however,  fifty  acres 
of  prairie  have  been  restored  south  of  the  river. 


The  park  is  a  sanctuary  for  31  tree  species,  more  than 
1,032  flowering  plant  species,  and  154  bird  and 
mammal  species  and  includes  some  vanishing  and 
endangered  species.  Access  to  the  natural  area  of  the  park 
is  provided  by  a  network  of  trails  suitable  for  hiking  and 
skiing. 


ENJOY 


the  park  with  additional  information 
available  at  the  Visitors'  Center,  by  writing  to  ROBERT 
ALLERTON  PARK,  RR  2,  Box  135,  Monticello,  IL  61856,  or 


by  telephoning  (217)  762-2721  or  (217)  244-1035.  The  park  is 
open  from  10  a.m.  until  sundown  year-round  (except 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  Day).  Portions  of  the  park  may 
be  closed  or  restricted  periodically  to  visitors  depending 
upon  seasonal  conditions  and  educational  use.  Please 
observe  the  following  rules  to  ensure  everyone's  enjoyment 
of  the  park: 

■  Allerton  House  Conference  Center,  the  Gatehouse, 
Evergreen  Lodge,  the  House-in-the-Woods,  and  the 
Illinois  Memorial  4-H  Camp  are  not  open  to  the  public 

■  Motorized  vehicles  (including  snowmobiles  and 
minibikes)  are  not  allowed  on  the  trails 

■  Horseback  riding  is  confined  to  the  roads  and  is  not 
permitted  on  the  trails 

■  All  dogs  and  other  animals  must  be  leashed 

■  No  alcoholic  beverages  or  firearms  are  allowed 

■  No  fishing  or  hunting  is  permitted 

■  Nothing  is  to  be  removed  from  the  park 

■  No  open  fires  are  permitted 

■  Picnicking  is  permitted,  but  no  special  areas  are  set  aside 
for  this.  During  some  seasons,  picnic  tables  may  be 
provided  near  the  parking  lot  northeast  of  Allerton  House 

■  For  your  safety,  please  stay  on  the  trails.  Some  areas  of 
the  park  contain  the  small  Massangua  Rattlesnake,  native 
to  this  area  of  Illinois.  Poison  ivy,  both  vine  and  ground 
form,  grows  profusely  throughout  the  area 

■  Also  for  your  safety,  please  do  not  swim  or  wade  in  the 
river  or  ponds 


Produced  by  the  Office  of  the  Associate  Chancellor  for  Public  Affairs/Office 
of  Publications  for  Robert  Allerton  Park. 
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institution. 


